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FOR RELEASE: FRIDAY, A.M., AUGUST 4, 1967 

The American Civil Liberties Union announced today that it had called upon 
Attorney General Ramsey Clark to order an immediate investigation to determine 
whether Jim Garrison, District Attorney of New Orleans, Is misusing the powers of 
his office in an attempt to intimidate those who disagree with his theory that the 
death of President John F. Kennedy was brought about by a conspiracy located in New 
Orleans. 

In a letter sent to the A.ttomcy General, Lawrence Speiser, Director of the 


ACIU Washington office, charged that "actions by Garrison indicate a gross misuse 
of his public office in infringing on constitutional rights. District Attorneys 
must, of necessity, have wide discretion in utilizing their offices for law enforce- 
ment and prosecution purposes. Nevertheless, v continued Speiser, it seems 
apparent that Mr. Garrison is indiscriminately using his power to bring criminal 
charges in order to intimidate those who disagree with him. Such activities do not 
appear to be an effort to arrive at the truth, but, instead, to silence critics." 

Speiser urged that if an investigation of Mr. Garrison and his associates 
indicates that there have been violations of the provisions of "...either 18 U.S.C. 
§24l in conspiring to injure, oppress, threaten or intimidate any citizen in the 
free exercise of enjoyment of any right or privilege secured to him by the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the United States, or in violating 18 U.S.C. § 2^2 in engaging in 
such actions under color of any law, statute, ordinance, regulation or custom,.. • . 
the matter be presented to a grand jury for indictments.’ 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL: 

Ramona Rips ton in New York 
(212) 675-5990 
after hours (201) 665-6881 

Alan Helseth in New Orleans 
(504) 522-5825 
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